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Amatent Performances, 


Auston. Hatt, Lonpox Waine-The City 
Musical and Elocutionary Society’gave their 7th 
dramatic entertaifment on Friday last’ at the 
above to a crowded and fashionable audience. 
We.are .sorry..we-canact congratulate~thenr-or- 
their acting in tne ficet piece--Mamily Jars 
which was tame throwghoat.’ ‘f'fe” only” part 
worth noticing was.the ‘Delph of Mr J. Crichton, 
who infused a little humour iato the character ; 
the acting of the others was heavy and dull in 
the extreme... We -were;-in- common- with the” 
audience, glad when the:curtain rose on the piece 
of the evening—H: J, Byron's 'eotiédy ‘in ‘three’ 
acts, of * £100,000,” which was on' the whole a 
success. Mr Bacon as Joe. Barlow; had-evidently. 
given his character great study; be pourtrayed: 
the good-hearted ..tradesman. in a:most’ natural 
manner. His homely sentiments found much 
favour; he.spoke his lines with point and feeling, 
and wag altogether very effective. Mr W.‘Mort- 
lock’s Pennyshore was also a good piece of aatingy 
he well hit off the horsey proclivities of the char- 
acter by his mode of dress and speaking; and 
the way he received the: intelligence.ef sais» for- 





by, Mr. Ghester; Mr'Richards and -Me. Fordham 
appeared as Sir Rumsey Waters and Charker, and 
did the little required of them in a respectable 
manner, Miss Amy St., Aubyn looked pretty and 
interesting as Alice Barlow. But she, has hardly 
bad sufficient) experience to. play the’ leading 
ladies ; she failed to grasp the importance of the 
character! ‘But et, considering the difficulties, 
she deserves credit ; and no doubt will improve 
by 'time and study; ina lighter character, Miss 
}-Str-Aubya would—eppear-—to-more advantage. 
-Mrs Barlow found=a good exponent in Miss 
‘Dougtass,°and A¥fabella Bell’ and Jane Plover 
found charming reptesentatives in Miss Maxwell 
and'Miss Johnson,— We, did not stay to see the 
concluding farce. On the whole, we may pro- 
-nounce the entertainment a success, and above 
the average of amateur performances: ’ 


Camprivgs Haup.—Quzen's, CupB.—On_ the 
14th, ‘She. Stdbpe to? Conquer was. performed by 
this company fon the beabteat a local dispensary, 
and wasjreceived with approval by a very poor 
audience. ‘Charming, graceful,'' Miss Sophia 
Mills we were very pleased to see as Miss Neville. 
Mrs Hardcastle’ duties devolved on Miss Sophia 
‘Worrell, who, ought,mot to have been asked to 
play av old woman. Her kindness im being so 
ready to oblige must be the set-off for her inabil- 
ity to.dg, justice to the, character. .Miss,.dlard- 
castle ad irably, suited the talent, of Miss Dudley 


tune at the end of the first act was. really igood, ¥ Indeed, , be Niles a8 usiial—oarried, away, the 


and brought down the act-drop to thunders of dp- 
plause. Gerald Good vin was tiot'sq well played 
asit might have been. We tho ight Mr, Caseley, 
overweighted in, the: part, he had pne style of, 
voice and manner all.through the piece, some of 
the best points were:entirely lost, notably the 
speech commencing, ** Money—what ¢an it do ?” 
He appeared well up in the part, and carefui. 
With a smaller character he would be more sue- 
cessful. We must bestow a, word, of, praise on 
Mr Alexander, for his portrait..of , Flukez,.. he 
played the fussy lawyer adminxably:g it) was ca 
really good piece of, character,acting... Mr Frank 
Was too precise and formal.as: Major» Blackehaw, 
he was hardly dashing enough for the man about 
town. Pyefinch was quietly but effectively filled 


honours, oft yening. Hardcastle was; too 
pe Cap pes ad nf ate te Mr Weaver. 
The young lovers, Charles and George. were done 
by Mr Young and Mr Mathews. Mr F. Millard’s 
Diggory was, as’may be supposed, thoroughly 
true to nature. This amateur, understands oafs. 
Tony should have taken some hints from bim ; 
however, Mr A. Leslie did pretty well in the part, 
*whieh-he evidently enjoyed. Therfirst piece was 
Halliday’s Checkmate. Here again pretty Sophie 
Mills, in' the character of Charlotte Russe,delighted 
ber admirers; and Mr Millard:played Sam cleverly. 
But this comedietta in other respects went badly. 
There is room for improvement, both in acting 
and speaking, in this club, which appears to be 
an offshoot of the Oxford Club. 
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SrokE NewinGton AssemBiy Rooms.—Gold- 
smith’s ever fresh She Stoops to Conquer can 
scarcely be over-prized. We are gled to see that 
amateurs have selected this excellent piece for 
practice of late. Their tardiness in recognizing 
the merits of this and kindred productions is a 
theme on which we have ofttimes dilated. On 
the 15th, for the French Relief Fund, some not 
inefficient amateurs attempted this comedy.— 
Hardcastle (Mr Payne) and his old-fashioned 
wife (Miss Lavine) thoroughly understood the 
nature of their duties. Of course the lady’s ser- 
vices were of the highest importance towards 
giving true colour to the antique mauners, aspect, 
and phraseology of last century. The inseparables, 
Marlow and Hastings, were Messrs Raw and 
Aveling ; the first of these geatlemen, despite his 
name, was not so crude as his friend, nor even 
as Mr Hardwick, the amateur whose ambition 
misled him when he selected Tony for delineation. 
Constantia (Miss Caish) was not particularly 
lively or sentimental; but Kate Hardcastle was 
an interesting and arch conception in the hands of 
Miss Lancaster, who seemed at home when assu- 
ming the duties of the barmaid of the “ Buck’s 
Head.” The slight part of Sir Charles Marlow 
was given to Mr H. Raw. Mr Miller made Dig- 
gory sufficiently loutish—Zo Paris and Back 
for £5 initiated the proceedings. 


Watwortn Lecture Hauw.—Imperiat Crus. 
—This is one of the many regular and well-known 
dramatic societies, whose doings have appeared 
from time to time in print in our columns. On 
the 16th, the Robsonian piece called the Porter's 
Knot was revived by the Imperialists (by the way, 
this title is in very bad odour just now). Miss 
Lizzie Dudley, ever constant to the Thespian muse 
and too little seen of late, appeared as Alice, and 
played charmingly. Mrs Burr was entrusted to 
the care of Miss Leighton. The difficult réle of 
Samson was carried out with some amount of 
skill by Mr Haynes, and Smirk was conscien- 
tiously acted by Mr Beesley. Mr Bush and Mr 
Robins allowed their names to be inserted in the 
programme, for the services they rendered in the 
less important parts. Breaking the Spell, an 
Offenbachian opera bouffe, and consequently, on 
account of its novelty as an amateur attempt, the 
great attraction of the evening, passed off very 
fairly. Miss Dix sang nicely as Jenny. Mr 
Brewster was well made up for Bloom, and the 
old pensioner could not from this company have 
been better cast. Mr Asman sang and acted this, 
the principal person in the operetta, with much 
animation. Operatic music, if respectably inter- 
preted, that is, if the vocalist can boast of a good 
ear and a passable voice, and the accompapnyist 
understands his or her duties, is an agreeable 
change in an amateur entertainment. 


-—-_-_— > - - - 


Ehe Theatres, &e. 


ee 
Tugatre Roya, EpinsurguH.—Mr Mapleson’s 
Italian Opera company concluded their very bril- 
liant engagement on Saturday night, and Isft by 
aspecial train on Sunday at mid-day for Newcastle, 
where they appear all this week. The train to 
convey theentire troupenumbered seven carriages, 





there being upwards of 150 persons connected 
with this company.—Titiens has as usua! acquitted 
herself admirably. She has appeared as Semira- 
mide, twice as Pamina in J/ Flauto Magico, twice 
as Reiza in Oberon, and as Agatha in Der 
Freischutz. Madame Trebelli Bettyni bas ingra- 
tiated herself more than ever in the favour of her 
Edinburgh admirers. Madame Sinico bas re- 
ceived her share of that consideration to which, 
ag an eminent artiste, she is so justly entitled, 
and Malle. Ilma di Murska has created and uvusu- 
ally favourable impression by her representation 
of Marta, and of Astrafiammante in J/ Flauto. 
Bettini bas been the principal tener, and haa ac- 
quitted himself admirably ; his singiug as Oberon 
cannot be surpassed. Caravoglia comes next, 
His Papageno, although inferior to that of Mr 
Santley, was an exceedingly good performance.— 
Several new candidates have been allowed to try 
their flight, and all have been well received. First 
ef these is Mdlle. Leon Duval, from Paris, who 
appeared as Marguerite in Faust, and may be 
copsidered a success. Her voice is not powerful, 
but it is pleasing; and she may be fairly wel- 
comed as an accession to the strength of the Ital- 
jan Opera in England. Signor Rives, also from 


Mephistopheles. His acting of the character was 
by no means consonant with our ideas, neither 
was his singing.—This week Mr and Mrs Wigan 
are the stars. Fra Diavoto. 


Huppersrietp THeatrs Royal.—Lessee Mr 
Edward Clayton—Mr Charles Dillon paid a 
flying visit on Thursday, when he appeared in two 
of his greatest impersonations. Shylock in the 
Merchant of Venice, and in the title réle in 
Belphegor the Mountebank. He met with a most 
euthusiastic reception {rom @ crowded house, and 
was repeatedly called before the curtain. Mr 
Dillon was very ably supported. 





HuppersrigLp Gymnasium Hatu.—Proprietor, 
Mr J. Le Blanc.—Mr W. S. Woodin has occupied 
the above for two nights last week, ‘Tuesday and 
Wednesday, in unpacking his “ Carpet Bag,” and 
giving living photographs from his ‘* Sketch 
Book.” The hall was moderately filled. 


Deatru or an AcroBat.—Tbe Trieste Gazette 
gives an account of the death of Hanson Thure, 
who had styled himself the man-fly, and exhibited 
himself walking on ceilings. Ie gave an exhibi- 
tion in the theatre of Trieste, and on the first 


underneath. On the next evening he fell again, 
but unhappily outside the net, and his head and 
the upper part of bis body came against some of 
the scenery. He expired in a few minutes. 

Prince Arthur visited the Prince of Wales's 
Theatre on Thursday. 

Faust is to be produced at the Princess's 
Theatre at Easter. 

Mr Buckstone bas taken a new lease of the 
Haymarket Theatre, of which he has been lessee 
for seventeen years. 

Mr Halliday’s version of Lsmeralda will be the 
principal attraction for the Adelpbi Theatre at 





Easter. In it Mr Brittuin Wright appears. 
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Shakspere’s Heqlected Days. 


IN THREE PARTS. 








PART I, 
Manager of the Peviod.—* 1 do not know what poeti- 
cal is: is it honest in deed and word ? is it a true thing ?” 
—As you likeit. 





NorWITHSTANDING the apathy that prevails 
amongst the theatre-going public, with respect 
to the Bard's mighty creations, it may still be 
juteresting to note the small amount of rever- 
euce that has fitfully been accorded them of late 
years; whilst pointing ont the more important 
section of his labours, as mounted with more 
or less care and expenditure by various mana- 
gers, | wish at the same time to draw attention 
(in the hope that some infinitesimal degree of 
interest may be attached to the subject) to the 
comparative neglect into which many of his 
less-hnown, but scarcely less beautiful, compo- 
sitions have fallen, 

Atthe close of his memorable management 
(would 1t could be revived!) of Sadler’s Wells, 
Mr Phelps boasted, with pardonable pride, that 
in addition to many other works of the Eliza- 
bethan era, he had produced thirty-two out of 
the thirty-six plays of the great master! the 
exceptions were, I believe, the long histories of 
Henry VI., and the great epic drama, Trotlus 
and Cressida. Even the doubtful Tyrian play 
of Pericles, replete with poetic beauty, was got 
up by that enterprising manager at a cost of 
£1000! (this was the tragedy in which Miss 
Edith Heraud made her debut in London, as 
Marina.) This managerial feat—when it is con- 
sidered how conscientiously the details were 
attended to—ought, in histrionic annals, to hand 
down Mr Phelps as a great public instructor 
and benefactor; for does not Shakspere, like 
his own Hamlet, “set us up aglass where we 
may see the inmost parts of us?” 

Repeated performances of Romeo and Juliet, 
Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth, Richard 11I., Merchant 
of Venice. Henry IV., and King Lear, make the 
public tolerably familiar with these master- 
pieces. Others, less known, but still being oc- 
casionally—longo intervalio—revived, are not 
strangers to the present playgoer;: such as As 
you Like it, King John, Kenry VILL, A Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream, and Katharine and Petru- 


| chio. Thus, we dispose in an off-hand way of 


one-third of Shakspere’s plays. What do we 
know of the remaining two-thirds ? During the 
last decade some perbaps have for a few nights 
seen the footlights, Cymbeline, Winter's Tale, 
Julius Casar, Antony and Cleopatra, Henry V1., 
(part 2), Much Ado About Nothing, and Comedy of 
Errors; of the remainder there 1s no sign, and 
yet in the list may be found some of the most 
genial, the sunniest, and wittiest of the Swan 
of Avon’s creations, 

Contrast these gems, ruthlessly thrown aside 
as if worthless baubles, with modern comedy- 
Writing. A writer in the Gent/eman’s Magazine, 
speaking of Bulwer’s works (how much more 
true concerning the greatest of all dramatists ! ) 
says :—This 1s the true drama (Vot so Bad as we 
seem) of the clase that has been smothered for 





the last twenty years by costly scenes and 
licentious dancing; and by vile burlesque and 
clap-trap, which are an insult to the human un- 
derstanding, and have proved the well-merited 
ruin of so many deluded managements. The 
public never craved for such stuff, it was forced 
upon them till they came to believe that the 
British stage was intended to hold the mirror up 
to Folly and Vulgarity, as the most attractive 
representations of Art and Nature. 

And yet we have some able actors and actress- 
es. Where are Edith Heraud and Kate Savile ? 
Would not beautiful Miss Neilson (Amy Robsart) 
look still lovelier as Miranda, Viola, Helena of 
Narbonne, Julia, or Imogen? Cannot the expres- 
sive face of Mrs Rousby be put to better use 
in the poetica] personations of the Bard, than in 
Tom Taylor’s pseudo-histrionic heroines? How 
exquisitely are her features adapted to the 
saintly Isabella! Again, the versatile powers 
of Mrs Vezin would fit her for the delineation 
alike of Hermione, Volumnia, Cleopatra, Marga- 
ret of Anjou, Mrs Ford, or Beatrice. Moreover, 
have we not Phelps, Marston, Ryder, Swin- 
borne, Rignold, Creswick, King, Compton, Webb, 
Addison, Belmore, Neville, Lacy, &c. &c, ? 

(To be continued.) 
. : 


EGYPTIAN HALL. 


ACROSTIC, 
POOLE AND YOUNG’S GRAND PANORAMA 
OF THE WAR, 

E acu day at 3 and 8, ‘tis here you'll see 
G reat battles fought as in reality ; 

Y ou’ll bear no cannon’s roar, but loud the song 
P eals forth its notes to the assembled throng. 
T he lecturer, well suited to his place, 

I s ready, wand in hand, to trace; 

A nd, as the various scenes glide slowly by, 
N ew objects every moment meet the eye, 


H ere battle fields are strewn around with dead, 
A s o’er their mangled forms battalions tread, 
L arge villages in burning ruins lie, 
L ending a glare that gilds the distant sky. 
Bloomsbury, JoHN GRIFFIN, 
February 22nd, 187]. 


—_——__— 


Amy Robsart has been a success in Liverpool. 
The press is unanimous in speaking of the 
triumph obtained, and in bearing witness to the 
beauty of Miss Neilson’s Amy Robsart. 

Mr Boucicault’s new drama of Lifie; or, The 
Cherry Tree Inn, has been successfully produced 
in Glasgow. Messrs H. Neville, Parselle 
Holston, and Miss J.. Foote appeared in it. 

Mr and Mrs Billington announce their annual 
benefit for Saturday next, at the Adelphi Theatre. 
One of the most varied entertainments is 
promised, and trom the esteem in which these 
popular aitists are held by the public the beneiit 
is sure to prove a bumper. 

The Globe Theatre opens on Easter-Monday. 
Mr Fourness Rolfe is engaged for comedy and 
opera bouffe. Miss D. Robins, daughter of the 
comedian, whose debit at the Gallery of I}lustra- 
tion we announced in our last issue is, we 
understand, also engaged. Mr R. Mansell is the 
manager. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. WaLken.— We have not a copy left of the Life of 
the Editor. Perhaps Lacy, of 89, Strand, has. 

J.C. Srvantr.— You had better make the inquiry at the 
Cavendish Reoms, Mortimer-street, Regent-street, 

J. L. M.—We will look over the MS..and poetry. 

AMATEUL.—Our expenses therg and back will be 5s. 

R. Guay.—We have reviewed the pamphlet before, and 
gave some extracts. ‘ - 

J. J, GARsTANG,—Severe illness prevented us attending. 





NOTICE to SECRETARIES & MANAGERS of 
AMATEUR CLUBS. : 


The list of ** Registerad Amateur Dramatic Clubs,” is 
being made up for thé year 1871, with the’ nares of the 
Secretaries and the places where the Cinbs mect. 2%. 6d. 
for the Twelve Months insertion. 


—_— 


CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be pre-paid). ; 


Six Lines - ~ - - - - - ls. Od, 
Kight - ~ ~ - - - - f- ls. 6d, 
Twelve - - - - - - - 2s Od,, 
Twenty - ~ - - - - - 9s. Gd. 
Across the back - - - - - - Is, extra. 


It is requested that all advertisements be sent by Monday 
afternoon, prepaid, to top floor 335a, Strand. 

All business communications to be sent to the Printers’, 3354, 
Strard, opposite Semerset House. 





List of Agents for the Sale of the 
THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 

ALLEN, Warwjeck-lang, City. , : — i 
BELL, St. Johtt-street-road. ; 
BROWN, 202, Kensington-park-r@ad, Nottingshill. 
COX, Drurg-lane. dw 71 il . 
DICK, King’s-cross-road. 
NARRKIS, Blackfriars-yoad. 
HILL, Gray’s-inn-road. 
HOPCROFT, 16, Little Queen-street, Holborny ,‘ . 
LAUY, 89, Strand. 
NUNN, 63, Ledbury-road, Westbourne-grove, W. 
PATTIE, Ivy-lane, City. 
PLUMMER, Theobalds-road. 
POTTER, St. John-street-road. 
PURKISS, 60, Comp‘on-street, Soho. 
RICHARDS, W., 7, Tachbrook-street, Pimlico. 
ROLERTS, JAMES, 195, Shoreditch. 
STEVENS, 42, Tottenham-gourt-road. 
STEVENS, Goswell-street, 
VICKERS, 317, Strand. 


—————— 
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SCENES 
IN PROSE AND VERSE. 


LY BETA AND THACKERAY JUNIOR. 


Joun Warkins, my old, friend, still ;be- 
loved and lamen'ed, who is one of the dramatis 
persone of the ; resent sketch, did not long 
survive his union with the daughter of Ebene- 
zer Elliott, the *‘Corn-Law Rhbymer.”” He 





will always remain an unacted dramatic poet; 
but there are gemsof real beauty in his Griselda, 
as well as in several other works by him that 
the world would not “ willingly let die.” | 
may here mention that, ir the early career of 
Watkins, he was a fiery enthusiast, and having 
espoused the Chartist cause, was imprisoned, 


,and was liberated through the interest of the 


Marquis of Normanby, ‘as he told me. His 
political aspirations were sobered by experience, 
and probably at.this time ‘‘ advanced liberals” 
would:not recognise him as “ one of them.” 


SCENE I. continued. 





LEIGH HUNT, W. J. FOX, AND JOHN WATKINS 
join our eircle+xot a circle of spiritualists, be 
it mentioned, but of rational beings. 





L. H.+I always went,in, while on earth, for 
a hopeful view of Tife. I could not agree with 
Mr Carlyle that the starry heaven was ‘ a sad 
sight.” ; 

W. J. F.~Affectation on either side is to be 
avoided. Plenty of evils there are on the 
earth, but there are plenty of fighters to do 
battle with them ; and I think liberty has every 
chante now. 

J. W.—I was very wrong to incite, revolt 
against government, for the people,,as we see 
in France at this moment, are not to be trusted. 
Poor-France, what a- fearful state of things! 
Revolutionary men will always fail, and they 
ought to fail. igs ; ' 

Brra.—-But is it not strange in their success 
the Germans should have displayed so little 
magnanimity? A ‘nation of thinkers should 
be lenient. gre ae 

THACKERAY.—- All .men_are: the same in 
power. I never knew a fellow among school- 
boys, who cauld lick any lad in the school, but 
he was a bully. 

A‘Scorch AutTHor.—Might and right are 
the same thing. , If the big.boy be strong let 
himi lick the ‘others. It’s good for the weak 
to feel such weakness. 

W. J. F,—I characterise that sentiment as 
base and outrageous. It’s the principle of 
every despotism on earth. 

Living Porr.~Anyhow, the universal sen- 
timent revolts against the iniquity of might 
that tramples on humanity. It is excellent “to 
havea giant's, strength,” but the giant is a 
‘devil;“and the world must coalesce, against 
him. I should yery much like to know how 
itis in Hades, 

W, J, F.—A, republic, sir, of course; but 
We’ve learned how 


We want no government. 
to govern ourselves. 

J. W.— A consummation devoutly to be 
wished” or,earth. Why, even in a theatre, 
how every actor, underling, and workman 
detests the manager. 





L. H.—Nay, there you are wrong. There 
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are those, certainly, throughout the universe, 
who envy and hate beings in authority over 
them ; but ‘‘ crowned head and crowned heart 
together’ we love. ‘To the health of Queen 
Victoria ! 

W. J. F.—With allay hearth. Still, every 
liberal ought to feel; Vive 1a ReruBiiqve!” 

ScoreH AuTHOR.—No suth thing, sir! We 
want the universal deapotism as a panacea. 

L. H.—We are nearly ‘all démocrats’ here. 
We call no man master. Goethe was a Tory 
while ‘on earth, becawsé he was & German, a 
statesman, and a man of the world; but the 
universal tendency in Europe is now towards 
fraternity and equality. 

J. W.—Mr Kenealy, in his Goethe, a panto- 
mime, is strangely paradoxical. Mortals ought 
to think it a shocking and a blasphemous pro- 
duction, not that J do when we read these 
lines, viz., ~~ ey 


‘It happened one day, in a bleak November, 
When this hopeful brat was but six years old, 

There were poisoners, players, and country cousjns, 
And critics and dandies, and flirts‘and duns, 

And poets who should bave been damned in dozens, 
In that. Catholi¢ city of punks and nuns. 

There were soldiers hired to cut throats for money, 
There were lawyers ready to prove; black, white ; 
There were virgins who wouldn’t—you'll think this 

funny— 
Have slept,’ for the world, all alone at night. 
There were bishops in mitre and cope—great sche- 
mers— ° } 
With saintly faces and glutfonous maws, 
Who —— religion a farce for dreamers, 


And beliéved the apostles were mere jackdaws. 
* - * * 1 @ 


Yet with all these facts, here’s a poet and scholar, 

(Tis perfectly plain he has lost his wits), 
Getting into a fit of poetical choler, — 

Because this Lisbon was' knocked to'bits.” 

Brera.—Dr. Kenealy is a poet and g man of 
genius, but, in this work, revels in the lurid 
and the monstrous, I think we are getting 
into a bad school of art and of thought, I 
like a healthy bright style; but I find—forgive 
the egotism of the allusion—that my dramatic 
effort, *Zhe Poet's Tragedy, is called morbid. 

J. W.—My dear friend, when I was in the 
time sphere, I always warned you of the ideal- 
iste. So did Thackeray, who told you 
“ Englishmen like roast beef!” 

Livina Porr.—Don’t be dismayed at any- 
thing the present generation gays, is all that I 
can reply. Coleridge, Keats, and Shelley were 
once ridiculed. ‘ | 

W. M.’T:—Poetry ought to deal less with 
abstractions. I like charming bits of, nature 
and fancy, not ghosts and shadows. I like the 
whim and humour, madcap fun and rollicking 
wit that run over in some of Shakspere’s 





* Gama, a generous critic, evidently thinks that 
my attempts are too abstract. Well, I feel, with 
Mr Browning, that I can bless the “ British public ” 
in my small way, and bide my time. ETA. 





writings. 
poet. 

L. H.—I should think not. Shelley, Keats, 
and Coleridge never wrote things more fantas- 
tic than Ariel, Caliban the witches in Afacbeth, 
and the fairies in the exquisite Idsummer 
Night's Dream. He is the most ideal of poets. 

Beta.—After all, Browning is frequently 
realistic in his works, To blend the real and 
the ideal, to have a basis of reality, anda 
superstructure of aerial imagination is my 
theory of art. 

J. W.—Stick to Shakspere—then you can’t 
go wrong. Shakspere, Byron, and Scott I 
used to read most. 

Scorch auTrHor.—As for Byron, sir, he 
was no poet—he was but a celebrated man of 
the world, who was able to stand in an attitude 
for adwirationnnay, cp, 49 2. MAS 

Byron himself enters, and takes off his hat. 

Byron.—Thank you, Mr » I shall take 
the liberty one day, when we meet in the 
shades, to discuss your critical views. 

W. M. T.—Lord Byron, we beg your lord- 
ship’s pardon ; we do, upon my soul! Suppose 
you condescend to snioke a pipe. 

Byron.—A cigar, if you please, and a glass 
of gin and water. Mr Thackeray, you and I 
were great salirists. This Kenealy can sneer, 
but not as, you and J. did. I flatter myself 
I was the best sneerer that ever wrote poetry. 
But 1 did write poetry, by jove! Goethe 
thought 1 was the foremost man in Europe. 
To the memory of that immortal ! 

(To be continued in our next.) 
————_< 


POPULAR ACTRESSES—LXVIIL. 


MRS NISBETT. 


But, of course, he wasn’t a realistic 





LovisA MacnamMAra, who assumed the 
name of Miss Mordaunt, commenced her the- 
atrical, career. ata very early age; she was 
almost self-taught, never having had more than 
six week’s schooling in her life. She was of 
Irish extraction, but did not retain the 
slightest Hibernian brogue. In a country 
theatre at 13 years of age, little Louisa 
enacted Lady Constance.’’. Her first appear- 
ance’ on the London stage was in 1828, at 
C.G., as the Widow Cheerly in The Soldier's 
Daughter, a part for which her vivacious dis- 
position well fitted her. Her success was in- 
staneous. Her beauty, elegance, gaiety, gush- 
ing spirits and talents, very soon surrounded 
her with admirers ; among whom Captain Nis- 
bett, of the Guards, a gentleman of good 
family, fortune, and position, carried off the 
palm, was accepted, and on his marriage with- 
drew his fascinating bride from. the stage. 
He was a fine, young, dashing fellow, of 
great animal spirite, passionately fond, and 


) proud of the lovely creature he had made bis 





————— . ee 
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own. He was happy only in her society; in 
her he found not only all the attractions that 
could secure his heart and grace his heme, 
but a congenial spirit, sympathizing in all his 
tastes. He was never weary of parading her 
to his friends—no company was attractive, po 
no party was complete—not even the dinners 
he gave to his brother officers—unless she 
presided, or adorned it with her presence. 
Thus she was thrown a great deal into mens’ 
society, and contractéd some freedoms of man- 
ner and frankness of expression, which were 
sometimes misconstrued, and most. unjustly too, 
Some people set -her down as- indisereet, when 
she was only thonghtless. She was'a gay, 
volatile, impulsive creature that everybody 
loved, and who was easily carried, away by -ber, 
own buoyancy of spirits. 

Drawing Captain Nisbett’s miniature’ from 
her bosom, she used to say, with ‘téars ih hor: 
eyes :—* IT never loved but once; now {can 
only like’? She lost him when their happiness 
was at its height. He was thrown from a 
phaeton, the wheel passed over his thigh; 
amputation and death were ‘the fatal results. 
On his death, the faseinating young widow 
found ‘that his” affairs'‘would not’ warrant’ her 
living in the same style as before, and although 
she came into possession, | ‘aftérwards, of 
£15,000, she found, hereelf at the moment 
compelled to take to the stage for her support, 
unless she chose ‘to accépt ote’ of the ‘many 
aspirants for her hand. 

In the practice of her profession she found 
immediate distraction from ber grief, aud occu-_] 
pation for her mind. 

That she was destined to be ‘a’ living otpa-" 
ment to the theatre we will endeavour to 
show. 

The public again opened their, arms, hearts, 
and purses to the beautiful young widow ; shiec 
reappeared ag the soldier’s daughter in 18338. 
She was then slight, fragile, and | grateful—all 
life, sparkle,, and animation, as Burke once 
said of anotber actress, Surely, never lighted 
on this orb, which she hardly seemed to touch, 
a more delightful vision.” Her laugh was a 
peal of music; it came from her heart, and 
went direct to yours ; nothing could resist it ; 
it was catching as afire, flashing as the light- 
ning! An anchorite would have joined in it 
without asking why; St. Anthony the good 
would have chuckled bad; he, heard, the. silver, 
echo of her tones in the wildérness:! Her 
laugh was as merry as joy-bells for a wedding. 
At its sound the hypochondriac forgot his 
gtiefe, and thick-blooded dullards “ that will 
not smile, though Nestor swear the jest be 
laughable,”’ would, by the electric battery of 
Louisa’s thrilling mirth, be roused to the re- 
semblance of “ Laughter holding both his 





vides.” She has not unfrequently set a whole 


theatre, apparently immoveable, in a delirium of 


gaiety, by the mere contagion of her ringing 
laugh ; gurgling at first, like the throat of a 
canary,—swelling with unuttered song,—anon, 
growing into full firm tones like the blackbird’s 
notes,—anon, clear and sparkling like the trill 
of ‘the Jark,—then gradually subsiding to a 
muffled cadence, only to burst out again into 
stronger, louder, but still musical gusbings of 
irrepressible’ telody'; rarning through the 
whole stale <6? dtatonic | “Ha; ha’s!” till 
every soul “felt the spell, gave ttemselves 
up-to, its inflyence, and joined in a universal 
chorus! ‘Phis is a brother actor’s testimo- 
ny, of, ber poayers, but who that reaembers her 
Lady: Gay; her dlelen, her Otiéerly, her Con- 
stance, her Ivadys'‘Deazle, her ‘MrsvPage, &c., 
will nateendgsse the picture ?, Many have tried 
theimbestto dmitate her, but to little avail; 
they wore their mirth as part of their costume ; 
Nisbett eame fashioned thus from Nature’s 
hand, and Thalia dropped ber mantle on her 
favourite’s ‘beautiful shoulders! 

Yet she hada penchant, like Liston and 
Jack Bannister, for,tragic part, and like them, 
a conviction that these were her forte. She 
delighted in Mra Haller, and such characters, 
where tears could be abundantly sbed ; it was 
only in, the provinces; that she could indulge in 
this freak, 5 

She kept a carriage and pair, and lived in 
style at: DenhamoCottage, Hammersmith, in 
anticipatid# of the’fortune which she ‘was 
entitled to, atid WHiCh' che received, in‘¥ight’ of 
her widowhood. She was) an’ exer 
woman, supported her sisters Anpa.and Jane, 
until they. marsied, and her mother, and educa. 
ted her, brothers. ‘She was: devoted, .to her 
family, having no.children of her own, In 
goodness of heart,!andogaiety of dispo- 
sition she mist ' have oresembled''sPReg 
Woffitgtons in reepectabititty “far her-supe 
rior. She opered the Tottenham-street Thea- 
tre, partly for her own advancement, but chiefly 
to get her sisters on the stage. Jane, who 
had debuted-at’ Covent Gardets to. Anderson’s 
Romeo and G. Vandenhoff’s Mercutio, and 
Mrs C, Jones’s Nurse, failed, to her and her 
sister’s deep mortification. | At ‘the Queen’s 
Mrs Nisbett produced a numberof ligtt pieces, 
in which the beautiful girls she bad gathered 
around her showetl'théinselves to@reat advan- 
tage—one of these plays,was Court Beautiés, 
the bare. mention of which recalls some of the 
most voluptuous tableaux the stage ever exhi- 
bited-—the belfes of Charles II. framed and 
breathing !—sueh’ lustrous ‘eyes, and ‘theo 
Jack, her neck! Oack! Jack!” 

(To be concluded in our next). 
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Mr Henry Irving announces his benefit for 
Thursday next, at the Vaudeville, when, in’ 
addition to the Z’wo Roses, the farce of Boots at 
the Swan will be given, with Mr Toole as the deaf 
Boots. Mr Irving has shown himself so good an 
actor and so thorough an artist there can be no 
question as to the, intdrest the! occasion» will 
inspire. vhit / ahs Fes 

H.R.H. the Duke of Cambridge/ the Marquis 
of Westminster, the Kat) of Derby, Lord Elehoy 
Lord Ebury, Lord Enfield; Lord George Hamiltan,, 
M.P., Lord, William Pitt Lennox, Sir J. Yorke 
Searlette, Col. Lloyd Lindsay, and, wany other 
distinguished persons have accepted copies of Mr 
George Pertet’s Hew hatioual song,“ Our Rifles 
are ready, Harrah!” which is dedfated 4o the’ 
volunteers of the Uhited Kingddw)and which has 
already achi¢vedidn unprecedetitedisutcess. 99:1. 


A powerful electric organ is beige built by’ 
Messrs Bryceson and Co. ‘forithe) Alhauibra | 
Palace, Leicester-square, whéreiit will’ be shortly 
erected, to supplement the band in some grand” 
orchestral . effects.—Miss Minnie Hauck will 
return to Rurope this season. Her tour throngh 
the United States bas been very successful. 
Bliod Tom, the “ musical contortidniet,” realites, 
50,000 dols. a year for his*tudnagers. 7°" ' 


HontowAy’s Prints —Trathfat’ ‘ex petience.—, 
The art of getting on Antigfastvesly in the world, 
can only be practised by people of gdod ‘health, a 
position readily attainable through thésé''pills ‘by 
anybody of moderate iutelligence. ‘The utiited 
testimony of thousands, .extendedsover. grore tlran 


the third ofja eentuty, most strovgly neeémmenids 4 | 


Holloway’s medicine as the. best purifier, the 


mildest aperient, and the suregt; restorative. . The. | 


pills never prove elusive, on give ; merely ; 
temporary relief, but attack all ailments of the. 
stomach, lungs, head, Heatt, dnd ‘bowels ‘fit the’ 
only safe''and ‘legitimate’ wily, by dépurating ‘the’ 
blood ‘and ‘removitfg ’ those impérfections which 
are the foundation and support of almost .every.' 


disease. Their medicinal efficacy is wonderfubing| | 


renovating:-enfeebled constitutianga: is on 


v1) 
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A General Mestin will iy el to-morrow, at the, 
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M mitiss — ‘The ued Harlot, wae Madathe Des-’ 
chap pela, a Lady Duberlay Dethorbridge, Mrs 

Willoughby, &el! ; Addtdss, 20; Oburth-streat;, 
Trinity-square, Squthwaxk, (oare of Ming Wille.) 

Elocution andthe Stage. « id 

R WM. A. SFANLEY has vacancies for pupils; 
who will be thoroughly instructed and brought 

out. Address 8, Annett’s-crescent, Essex-road, Islington. 


wx ED, by a young © et of good appearance, 
Wa 
ef 
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Willing to make herse any way not menial, 
y, “Addréss, 1. D : 





an,cngagement,as } iis keeper,in a, Theatre. 


Moderate salary. , 177, Marlborough- 
road, Brompton, 8. W. ‘| tliat at 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 





BOHEMIANS.—A new and original Club, meet every 
Monday ‘evening ‘at 8) o’élock, at’ 1, Fitzroy-street, 
Fitzroy-square, W. , applicatiens fer adinission of 
new members to be pve to the secretary at the above 
address. ” baer and ‘secretary, Mr G. Wood. 
Mantigers, Messr's’Led Kdwards and Walte¥ Franklen. 

cry MUSICAL AND biti eer SOCIETY.— 
This Dramati¢ Class Heets for téhéarsal every Wed- 
Sari Seine at aoe H ‘Albion — ping 

all. | Manager, Mr t¥ 'n;.hon, seo. for 
Dramatic.C = Nir A. ‘racey rite eton ; hon. secs, 
for the Society, Mt F..Hi Caseley,and Mr W. Bourne. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB/{This first-class West- 

(BxilvClibcassemblos every Wednesday evening at 7, 

A5, Chancerys]pme, W.C. . Kor particulars as to ad- 

[isso for members or for Perormmances apply by 
tér td thé Aéting-Munagé?at fhe Club room. 

ECLECTIC.Ateet bvery ‘Tuesday dnd! ‘Friday at the 
Hall, 18, Denmark-street, Soho.~ Mr Jas: GARDNER, 
(Beatetary.j si) 7 #1) ic) ” 

KEMBLE, COMPANY, AND | DRAMATIC, COL- 
LEGE, 8, Annett’s Creseent, ay Islington, 
Manager and instructor, Mr WM. A. STANLEY. 
Réheargals on Wednesdays at 8, Annett’s Crescent, 
on, Thursdays at the.‘ Britanhia’’;Tavern, Britannia- 
street, Gray’s Inn-xoad, at § o’clock. 

SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC . CLUB.—Meet every 
Thursday ‘evening at 8.30, at the ‘“‘Plough” Tavern, 
Museum-stréet; Oxford-stréet. ' Manager, Mr H. 
Williams ; acting- manager; Mx\B, Corte ; stage-mana- 
ger, Mr A, James; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas. 

THETIS DRAMATIC ,CLUB,-Established , 1868.— 
Meetings twice a week. Performances given in aid of 

Charitable Institutions. * ‘For particulats, as to perfor- 

ines! or aikmissiondnte this seleet,club, apply, to the 

Manager, Dep Hayeley | Wacds, Esq,, 37, Markham- 

square, Chelsea, 58. W. 3 Lan) 

huni 19 tela 


oO: Applications 'to'be addbessed as above. 
be iu re , 














Reynold’s. maticand Elocutionary Academy 
‘6, Tem Sf atrect, Holly-stréet; Dalston. 
moO THE LOVERS’ OF THE DRAMATIC ART, 
—MR aphasia ag > Tee, Author. 
and;Manager, gives lesssons in, Elecution, Declamation 
and the Drastic Art pipe as gh mS, My matter 
how avkwatd,'a satcess gaardtiteed, owing "to' an easy 
and 's¥stematic Yule of instruction.sAtldress as above 
with stamp for replys .. ant 

N.B.—Wanted immediately, a few Ludies and Gentle- 
men to complete a New, Dramatic Club now forming; 
terms modérate, anil every instriittion given? /An early 
nae beyuired, ag) the namijer of members! aro 
ipited; oval oH figs tidy lob ern 

:Traing every, threo, minutes from Broad Street, Shore - 
abe ae 2h pees fom Booed Shes, 

Ainafétir Perfotrnaneds superintended with every care, 
and‘with allithe acknowledged ahd requisite stage « busi- 
neps., fori j red ft if 1? Ve 


‘Royal Polytechnic. 
ANTIRE CHANGE OF ENTERTAINMENTS.— 
Professor PEPPER) on: ASTRONOMY, with 


|| GRAND. ORRERY, and Sacred, Mysic, on Mondays 


and Thursdays. , 

Colfins-ODE TO THE PASSIONS, illustrated in 
living statuary, résembling white marble, by Madame 
Bonsfield, daily. , 

Mr Grossmith’s New and Humorous Entertainment, 
entitled HUMAN ODDITIES. 

VALENTINE VOX resus¢itated by Mr Davies, and 
many other entertainments. 

Open daily from twelve to and seven to ten, Admis- 
sion to the whole ONE SHILLING, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOWS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN. 


| om POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 
CONCERTS AND DANCING. 
Every attention’ isypaid to ensure the comfort of visitors. 
The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest. and best Compositions, including the 





Princess Louise Waltz, Lovd of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at, Half-past Eight. 


Close at Twelve o'clock. 


Admissidfi throughopt the establishment 1s. 


Musiéal Director, Mr, W. 
| 


MAPACKER, B.A.M. 


¢ 





THEATRE ROYAL;. 


SADLER'S WELLS.” 


Lessee, MR ROBERT EDGAR., oat 


During tlie-weekaxill be -performed 


- a avy ~ 


THE LOTTERY TICKET 
and the Ve 
ROUGH DIAMOND, 
Supported by an able and talented company. 


Acting-manager, Mr E, Clinton Hall; scenic artist,,Mr W.. Gowrie; musica] director, Mr T, Berry; 
stage-manager; Mr'E. H. Brooke. ‘Commence at 7. 





AMATEUR TERATRICALS. 


ARRISON’S. TREATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 2 and 31, BOW-STREET, COVENT GARDEN, W.C, 


Costumier to.all the principal Amateur Dramatic Societies. 
&c., supplied with Costumes, Wigs, Masks, Scenery, Flags, &e. > 
ed up at the Crystal Palage, Nobility, and Rifle Kétes, with new Scenery, 


Richardson’s Shows, that were fitt 
Raised S 


es, Gas Fittings, &c., fitted’ up in any sizéd Town Hall or Drawing Room in Town or Country, 


Amateur Theatricals, School Festivities, Fétes 
His celebrated expanding Portable Theatres, and 


Mrs, 


HARRISON’S Ladies’ Costume Warehouse, 25, Bow-street, W.C. 


= 





Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 


N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times; amongst them 
portrait models of the late GEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris, 
Admission, 1s; Children under ten years of age, 6d. 
Extra rooms, 6d. Open during the Holidays from 10 
a.m, till 10 p.m. 


Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 








0O* VIEW, portrait models of the KING and 
CROWN PRINCE of |. PRUSSIA, and 
PRINCE LEOPOLD, ‘of HOHENZOLLERN; 
also Count von Bismarck and Count von Moltke. 
Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 
Open from ten a.m, till ten p.m, 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N ViEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of the EM 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mar- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms, 
6d. extra.—Open from ten a.m, till ten p.m. 


i To Amateurs, 
Buen se HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. ‘lo be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. STAGE DANCING.—Every description thor- 
roughly and rapidly taught by a PublicProfessor. All 
lessons given on the stage, and an appearance guaranteed, 
Norice! 

Miss Herbert’s Alexandra Classes for ELOCUTION 
and STAGE PRACTICE meet every Tuesday and 
Friday. Performances will'take place every three weeks, 

Miss Herbert will be happy to hear from ladies and 
gentlemen, 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
AMUEL MAY, ‘Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-stree 
Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies ani 

entlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM: 
ANCES for the SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. _A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per 
sons about to follow the profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
peonpany and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

AMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 
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